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Community energy training:
Accessing funding for community 

energy projects



Agenda

10:00 Welcome

 George Middlemiss, local energy analyst, Regen

 Conor Edwards, local system planning engineer, Northern Powergrid

10:10 An introduction community energy funding

 Lisa West, memberships and operations, Community Energy England

10:20 Top tips on funding applications from a community organisation

 Adele Borrowman, grant fundraising enabler, Yorkshire N & E Methodist District

10:35   Innovative crowdfunding: the Spacehive community funding platform

 Kinza Hussain, programme executive, Spacehive

10:50 Breakout group discussion

 Facilitated by Regen



Agenda

11:10 Tea break

  Exploring participants experiences with planning.

11:15 Understanding share offers for community energy projects

 Paul Phare, development manager, Energy4all

11:30 Strengthening applications to the Community Energy Fund 

 Abbie Raynes, project manager, North East & Yorkshire Net Zero Hub

11:45 Panel session and Q&A

 An opportunity to ask questions to the panel.

11:55 Feedback and close



Net Zero Community Energy Fund 2024

• Grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 for capacity building.

• This could be… accessing training, expertise and mentoring, 
conducting feasibility studies or installing low carbon technologies!

• We are open to your ideas for support that will help your community 
achieve net zero or identify actions to achieve net zero, and 
we want to support you to develop these ideas further.

• Applications open in April and run until mid July.

• Apply online soon!



What we’ve got coming up this year

Northern Powergrid Regional forums
- March 2024

Net Zero Community Energy Fund
- April 2024

In-person community energy forums
- 3rd & 4 July 2024

Online training session
- 3rd October 2024
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Regional decarbonisation workshops: Join us to discuss the future of the energy network

•  What are the key issues facing you or your 

organisation in relation to decarbonisation?

• How much do you know about our decarbonisation 

plans in your area and what do you think of them?

• What could Northern Powergrid do to remove 

barriers to decarbonisation in your region?

Hull, 19 March

Sheffield, 26 March

Leeds, 14 March

Join us to discuss how Northern Powergrid is enabling 

decarbonisation in your local region. 

We want to hear from you:

Hear from regional colleagues, connections teams and our 

distribution system operation team.

Upcoming Events | Engage (northernpowergrid.com)

Middlesborough, 17 April

Newcastle, 18 April

York, 13 March

https://engage.northernpowergrid.com/events/upcoming-events


Lisa West 
Membership & Operations Officer

Community Energy England 



Community Energy England

Community Energy England is the national network and representative body for 
community energy.

• A voice for the sector.
• We provide opportunities and mechanisms for active community energy 

practitioners in all parts of England to connect, learn, share business models 
and help each other overcome obstacles.

295+ members - Community energy organisations, sector stakeholders and other 
supportive organisations

Please join us:
►bit.ly/Join-CE

Our partners

Our 
members



Community Energy Fund 
Government CEF of £10 million until March 2025 - £9m in actual grants for feasibility and development of 
investible projects, including energy efficiency. 

CEE will be lobbying for a CEF 2 if this government stays in power. A significant increase in funding is needed 
for the sector. 

Policy 
● If Labour gets in their Local Power Plan pledges £400m (on average) a year in low interest loans 

to communities alongside £600m a year in grants to Local Authorities. 
● Election planning to help raise the importance of the government supporting community energy 
● CEE is campaigning for the Energy Redress Main Fund

Funding Landscape 



Funding Landscape 
Funding Categories 

1. Feasibility 
2. Grant Funding 
3. Large Scale Central Government Funds 
4. Established Community Energy Organisations 

Examples of Key funding streams 
● Community Energy Fund 
● West Yorkshire Community Climate Grants
● Community Partnering Fund - (Leeds Community Foundation, Northern Gas Network and Northern 

Powergrid)
● Energy Redress ‘Innovation’ and ‘Carbon Reduction’ grants. Rounds are roughly quarterly.
● Awards4All and The People's Postcode Lottery (supporting staff and employment costs) 
● Community share offers Browse funding 

opportunities on the      
CEE website

► bit.ly/CEE-Funding

https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/community-climate-grants/


How CEE can support you

Policy & Advocacy 

►bit.ly/3uZxqqL

Online Practitioners 
Forum (Loomio)

► bit.ly/CEE-Loomio

Promote your community 
share offers and events

► bit.ly/CEE-Share-Offers

► bit.ly/CEE-Submit-Event

Browse funding 
opportunities

► bit.ly/CEE-Funding

Community Energy 
Fund webpage

►bit.ly/CEFUND2023



Funding Landscape 
● Think about the best funding route and funding category for your organisation's needs

● Ask your DNO about their community funds 

● Build strong relationships with your Local Authority - some funds will come via them

● Watch CEE’s grant application webinar from CEF 2023 and the top tips guide that followed the webinar

● Speak to your local MP and organise a site visit 

● Keep up to date with new funding opportunities on our website and join us to receive regular updates in 
our member newsletter

Top Tips & Key Takeaways 

Browse funding 
opportunities on the      

CEE website

► bit.ly/CEE-Funding



Any questions?

Lisa West – l.west@communityenergyengland.org 

mailto:l.west@communityenergyengland.org


Net Zero 
Funding 

Adèle Borrowman, 

Grant Fundraising Enabler

Lessons from Yorkshire 
N&E Methodist District 



About Us

• 200+  Methodist Churches

• Across North & East Yorkshire

• 7,500 members

• Most footfall through community use

• Seek to 

• challenge injustice 

• be a good neighbour to those in need



Who uses our churches?



Projects to date

• 28 of 200 Churches with roof-top Solar PV 

• 18 Churches’ installations through District projects

• £1.2m raised through grants for Net Zero projects since 2020

• 10 installed with solar monitoring to date

Data for Portholme Church, Selby: 



Tea & PV Methodist Churches

Littlebeck

Robin Hood’s Bay

Scarborough

Hedon

Ripon

Killinghall

Acomb

Selby



Three Church Solar Project, South Holderness

• Project Cost: £62,290
• Output: 28kWp Solar panels, 10kW battery across three churches
• Hull area: one in top 1% of UK deprivation, one suburban and one 

rural

Enabling Fund (NEY Net 
Zero Hub)

52%

Trusts and Foundations
14%

Methodist Sources
34%



Types of Funding – Community Buildings

• Statutory & Government Related Sources
• Regional Net Zero Hubs - North East, North 

West, Midlands and South West, Greater South East
• Landfill Communities Fund 
• UK Shared Prosperity Fund

• Trusts and Foundations 
• Over 8,000 in UK, giving £2.7bn pa
• Raise >30% before applying 

• Other Opportunities
• Northern Powergrid
• Energy for Tomorrow, Centrica

https://www.neynetzerohub.com/
https://www.localenergynw.org/
https://www.localenergynw.org/
https://www.midlandsnetzerohub.co.uk/
https://www.swenergyhub.org.uk/
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/about/structure-and-governance/


Finding Funding

• No single source
• Start online, then make contact by phone or email
• Subscribe to updates and bulletins

Online Resources
• Community Energy England
• Charity Excellence Framework
• UK Community Foundations
• Benefact Trust - Advice and Resources
• TCC Monthly Bulletin 

Make contact with:
• Regional Net Zero Hub
• Local Council for Voluntary Services (grant search)
• Local Authority – including UK Shared Prosperity

https://communityenergyengland.org/
https://www.charityexcellence.co.uk/
https://www.ukcommunityfoundations.org/
https://benefacttrust.co.uk/advice-and-resources/
https://churchandcommunity.org.uk/


Top Tips

Don’t:

• Write until you’ve formed your project
• Make your project something it is not, to suit the guidance

Do:

• Read the Guidance, each and every time
• Three things to know inside out:

• your organisation
• your funders
• your project

• Be: honest, optimistic, realistic, collaborative, 
• Keep going, even when unsuccessful….picture success!
• Get feedback, learn from it
• Be kind: someone has to read and score your submission!







Spacehive is a fundraising platform for 
community projects.

Our mission is to make it easy for people 
to improve their local area.

We believe in the power of local people 
and their ideas to transform communities.



Local people transforming local places 



“Lots of funding goes to large 
organisations. What 

crowdfunding has done is said 
we matter”

Leyla

“Crowdfunding has given me 
real confidence - I can actually 

say I am a social 
entrepreneur”

Ursula

“Crowdfunding provided an 
opportunity for the whole 

community to come together”
Louise   



Workshops 
& events

Advice 
& support

Funding to turbo-
charge 

your campaign

Fuelling your ideas



London

Mayor of London / GLA

Barnet

Ealing

Tower Hamlets

Hammersmith & Fulham

Brent

Newham

North West

Liverpool

Cheshire East

Cheshire West & Chester

Sefton

Lancashire

South East

West Sussex

Kent

Folkestone

North East

North of Tyne (inc. Newcastle, Northumberland & North Tyneside)

Sunderland

Doncaster

Kirklees

Swansea

Wales

Birmingham    Boston

Leicester         South Holland

Walsall             East Lindsey

Wolverhampton

Cotswold

Worcestershire

Malvern Hills

Nottingham 

Midlands

Southwark

Redbridge

Westminster

Hounslow

Croydon

Enfield

Camden

 East of England

 

        

Our network of 40+ local authority partners

Crawley

Guildford

Essex

South East









WATCH: How do I create a project?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6nmyblEHLU


To help get your project up and running, we've pulled 
together the following resources:

Video - How do I create a project?

Video - Creating the perfect project page 

Video - How do I pitch to a fund? 

Video - How do I cost up my project?

Article  - How verification works

Find more tips on our Help Centre

https://spacehive.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ5b3V0dS5iZSUyRkc2bm15YmxFSExV&sig=5mDcuKUvprEERxAYgHtwEHitbowuptNVspSbHCJv9WNG&iat=1706631677&a=%7C%7C1001517018%7C%7C&account=spacehive%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=pa2vNQnWIHytw8Fjw7mqPHxPANi5G%2BFGRegdCEDOyCURZh8%3D%3ArcyQIq5VY0UKkjjeSPqAvIhosqxW8O2w&s=f290c6ae161dcd3c554de1316132f49c&i=478A733A0A5545
https://help.spacehive.com/hc/en-us/articles/4403254362385-How-do-I-create-the-perfect-project-page
https://spacehive.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZoZWxwLnNwYWNlaGl2ZS5jb20lMkZoYyUyRmVuLXVzJTJGYXJ0aWNsZXMlMkY0NDAzMjU0ODMwODY1LUhvdy1kby1JLXBpdGNoLXRvLWEtZnVuZC0=&sig=2nKi9Ezbmw4rexKNkAeXK8GhXj1rwHLVYitnZR8yUwDk&iat=1706631677&a=%7C%7C1001517018%7C%7C&account=spacehive%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=pa2vNQnWIHytw8Fjw7mqPHxPANi5G%2BFGRegdCEDOyCURZh8%3D%3ArcyQIq5VY0UKkjjeSPqAvIhosqxW8O2w&s=f290c6ae161dcd3c554de1316132f49c&i=478A733A0A5547
https://spacehive.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZoZWxwLnNwYWNlaGl2ZS5jb20lMkZoYyUyRmVuLXVzJTJGYXJ0aWNsZXMlMkY0NDAzMjU0MzM0OTkzLUhvdy1kby1JLWNvc3QtdXAtbXktcHJvamVjdC0=&sig=337XDJAQHs9iFf1BjHVN8uPt4pKPAN1wmcch5mUpqzNF&iat=1706631677&a=%7C%7C1001517018%7C%7C&account=spacehive%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=pa2vNQnWIHytw8Fjw7mqPHxPANi5G%2BFGRegdCEDOyCURZh8%3D%3ArcyQIq5VY0UKkjjeSPqAvIhosqxW8O2w&s=f290c6ae161dcd3c554de1316132f49c&i=478A733A0A5546
https://spacehive.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ5b3V0dS5iZSUyRkc2bm15YmxFSExV&sig=2rPkmxfSjp11kaLUhP9Ms6Et47vdDJAg88YGX8fFQHJ1&iat=1696323680&a=%7C%7C1001517018%7C%7C&account=spacehive%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=h3Ns9pT3yJk8whHNCqkkb8X8MaQPGI7Q4gLGT5nySjSa0YfHeA%3D%3D%3ARReGNm4DwuihcVxQ3yXJwMCcL9901GyC&s=1e979a5fc3e28ab854d89c6bea14640f&i=432A666A46A4844Z5b3V0dS5iZSUyRkc2bm15YmxFSExV&sig=2rPkmxfSjp11kaLUhP9Ms6Et47vdDJAg88YGX8fFQHJ1&iat=1696323680&a=%7C%7C1001517018%7C%7C&account=spacehive%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=h3Ns9pT3yJk8whHNCqkkb8X8MaQPGI7Q4gLGT5nySjSa0YfHeA%3D%3D%3ARReGNm4DwuihcVxQ3yXJwMCcL9901GyC&s=1e979a5fc3e28ab854d89c6bea14640f&i=432A666A46A4844
https://spacehive.lt.acemlnb.com/Prod/link-tracker?notrack=1&redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZoZWxwLnNwYWNlaGl2ZS5jb20lMkZoYyUyRmVuLXVz&sig=5BgvS3icFgAnBM4V6ryMYYg4du3qhFg7ybxXBeWcqV8V&iat=1706631677&a=%7C%7C1001517018%7C%7C&account=spacehive%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=pa2vNQnWIHytw8Fjw7mqPHxPANi5G%2BFGRegdCEDOyCURZh8%3D%3ArcyQIq5VY0UKkjjeSPqAvIhosqxW8O2w&s=f290c6ae161dcd3c554de1316132f49c&i=478A733A0A5548


● Pitch deadlines
○ Crowdfund North of Tyne- 22nd March

● For all details on currently open funding windows, 
pitch deadlines and fund eligibility:                                  
https://about.spacehive.com/movements/

● To register for an upcoming Project Creator Workshop 
visit Spacehive’s Eventbrite page
 

https://www.spacehive.com/movement/crowdfund-north-of-tyne
https://about.spacehive.com/movements/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/spacehive-8559844394


● Spacehive is an all-or-nothing platform = more funds, faster!

● In-kind contributions can be presented on your project

● There is a 5% platform fee - not taken unless campaign is successful 

● Stripe account set up and transaction fees apply

● Attract volunteers through your campaign 

● Charities can collect Gift Aid

● Pre-campaign/offline funds can be added to your campaign

https://help.spacehive.com/hc/en-us/articles/4403249527441-How-does-the-Spacehive-all-or-nothing-crowdfunding-model-work-?source=search&auth_token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJhY2NvdW50X2lkIjoxMTAwMTk2NCwidXNlcl9pZCI6MTAwNzExNDk2ODY2ODUsInRpY2tldF9pZCI6MTMyNTMsImNoYW5uZWxfaWQiOjYzLCJ0eXBlIjoiU0VBUkNIIiwiZXhwIjoxNjg1MDEyNjUyfQ.vXLycYvx3BnP3pNG53DYePPzQR0L0eByCySrS-pU-fY
https://help.spacehive.com/hc/en-us/articles/4403253101201-What-are-the-fees-for-using-Spacehive-
https://help.spacehive.com/hc/en-us/articles/4406570126993-How-to-set-up-your-Stripe-account
https://help.spacehive.com/hc/en-us/articles/4416966301713-Can-I-collect-Gift-Aid-on-the-funds-I-ve-raised-
https://help.spacehive.com/hc/en-us/articles/4403254552209-How-do-I-add-funds-raised-offline-to-my-campaign


● Spacehive Help Centre provides step by 
step video guides and articles

● Live chat, workshops, project surgeries and 
email to connect with our team of 
crowdfunding experts

● Tap into a network of over 2,000 successful 
project creators across the UK for advice 
and inspiration 



Get in touch



Copyright © Spacehive Ltd 2023. All Rights Reserved. 
The information contained in this document is confidential, privileged and only for the information of the intended recipient and may 

not be used, published or redistributed without the prior written consent of Spacehive Ltd.

spacehive.com

support@spacehive.co
m 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/spacehive/
https://twitter.com/Spacehive
https://www.instagram.com/spacehive/
https://www.facebook.com/Spacehive/
http://spacehive.com/
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Breakout groups





Projects E4A 
has 

Supported 
since 1996



Why Raise Project Capital With Community Shares?

Common Misconceptions

• Because it’s easy?
• No!

• Because it’s cheap?
• Maybe!

• Because everyone else does?
• Some do!

• Because there’s no other option
• Sometimes true

Good Reasons

• It engages the community

• It builds capacity

• It builds resilience

• It builds accountability

• It builds an ethical business that 
serves the community

• Equity is flexible, debt is not









How to get started!  Should I?

• Where are you in the development cycle?

• Do you have a business model?

• Are we sure?

• Do you do this yourselves or work with a partner?

• What is the capacity of your group?

• What is the time availability within your 
group?

• What is the experience of your group?

• Should I go to the bank instead?



Paul Phare
Development Manager
Energy4All Limited & Associated Co-ops
Unit 26 Trinity Enterprise Centre
Barrow in Furness, LA14 2PN
m: 07775705374
t: 01229 821028
w: www.energy4all.co.uk

http://www.energy4all.co.uk/
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Strengthening Community Energy 
Fund Applications

Abbie Raynes – North East and Yorkshire Net Zero Hub
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The North East and Yorkshire Net Zero Hub

• One of 5 Hubs in England
• Funded by the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero – 

(DESNZ)

• Our aims:
1. Attract commercial investment into projects and help to 

develop investment models which accelerate progress 
to net zero.

2. Increase the number, quality, and scale of local Net 
Zero projects being delivered across the region

3. Develop and support Net Zero elements to 
wider programmes and initiatives delivered across 
England

4. Support a national knowledge transfer programme to 
improve information sharing, training, and evaluation

5. Raise local awareness of opportunities for and benefits 
of local Net Zero investment
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What is the Community Energy Fund?

• £10m grant scheme for urban and rural communities to develop 

community energy projects.

• The CEF funds are for community-based organisations, which 

are developing projects for the benefit of the local community. 

• Funding is for the development of projects from concept to 

investable scheme – no Capital funding available.

• Project proposals should ensure at least 50% community 

ownership and must benefit the local community in their final 

project.

• The fund aims to remove barriers to investment that are 

currently preventing the development of community-scale 

projects. 

Humshaugh Net Zero CIC – Community Solar Farm 
Feasibility 

Circular Malton and Norton CIC – Anaerobic 
Digestion Feasibility
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Eligibility – Organisation

Applications must be led by legally constituted voluntary, community 

and social enterprise organisations in England only. Eligible 

incorporations types are as follows:

• Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

• Community Benefit Society 

• Community Interest Company 

• Co-operative Society

• Development Trust 

• Pre-Commencement Society

• Registered Charity Registered Social Landlord 

• Town or Parish Council 
Sewerby Methodist Church
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Eligibility – Type A Projects - Technology Type

The following technologies are eligible for funding towards feasibility work:

• Anaerobic digestion

• Biogas heat network 

• Bio liquids/gas/fuels 

• Biomass heat network 

• Electric vehicle infrastructure (publicly available, incorporating 

generation/storage)

• Heat pumps 

• Heat pump-fed heat networks (e.g. heat zoning for a village)

• Hydropower 

• Solar (photo voltaic and thermal)

• Wind power

• Battery storage

Technologies NOT on this list will be considered on a case-by-case basis 

and you should contact the North East and Yorkshire Net Zero Hub for 

advice before applying 

Be sure to investigate Grid Connection capacities and wait times if required. 

Solar on Great Park Community Centre

ASHP at Fenham Association of Residents 
Community Centre
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Eligibility – Type B Projects - Project Type

The following types of energy efficiency or advice projects are eligible for feasibility funding:

• Advice targeting fuel poor households

• Advice available to all households, or targeting households that are not fuel poor

• Bulk-buy scheme for energy efficiency measures (multiple households)

• Bulk-buy scheme for renewable and low carbon energy (multiple households)

• Other energy efficiency retrofit programme (multiple households)

• Other renewable energy retrofit programme (multiple households)

Other community-owned energy services models can be considered on a case-by-case basis and 

should be referred for an initial conversation with the Hub before applying.
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Stage 1 Applications Vs Stage 2 Applications

Stage 1 - Feasibility Stage 2 – Detailed Project Development

Grants of up to £40,000 Grants of up to £100,000

Professional support to scope project 
feasibility

Professional support to make the project 
investment ready and/or construction 
ready

By completion – Full feasibility must have 
been completed.

By completion - Projects should have 
obtained planning permission (or have 
completed the planning process) and 
have a viable financial model and secured 
grid connection (as applicable).

Type B Projects eligible Type B Projects NOT eligible 
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Round 1 Feedback

Round 
1

10 
applications 
received 

5 technology 
types 
covered

Grant ask of 
£349,126
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Q2.8 – Financial 
Management

Accounts show no financial 
difficulties, with obvious 
track record in managing 

grant income and multiple 
funding sources of a similar 

scale to CEF.

Accounts show no financial 
difficulties, with some track 
record in managing income 

from multiple sources, 
including grants.

No accounts provided, or 
accounts suggest 

organisation is in significant 
financial difficulty.

Q3.2 –
Innovation

Project will clearly and 
significantly deliver 

innovation as defined by 
Energy Systems Catapult.

Project likely to deliver 
some innovation as defined 
by Energy Systems Catapult.

No evidence of innovation.

Qa3.7 – Owner 
Engagement

Site(s) identified, all 
relevant owners positively 
engaged, and all already 

signed up to Heads of Terms 
agreement.

Site(s) identified, all 
relevant owners positively 
engaged, at least one (but 
not all) signed up to Heads 

of Terms agreement.

No engagement with or 
support from owner(s).

Lower scoring questions from Round 1
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QA3.9 – Planning 
Advice

Planning permission already 
in place.

Planning authority has 
indicated high likelihood of 

permission.

No engagement with 
planning authority or 

planning authority has 
indicated the project will not 

get permission.

Q4.4 –
Community 
Engagement

Project has been developed and 
approved by broad group within 

the local community, with support 
from local community leaders. 

Communication plans that engage 
the whole (or vast majority of the) 

local population and engages 
beyond the host community. 

Project has been developed and 
approved by broad group within 

the local community, with support 
from local community leaders. 

Communication plans that engage 
the whole (or vast majority of the) 

local population.

No existing local community 
engagement or support from 

community leaders. Evidence that 
community does not support 
project. No reassurance that 

community engagement plans are 
proportionate to the project.

Q7.1 –
Procurement 

Process

Suppliers are well suited to 
their work and three quotes 
have been provided for all 

work.  Evaluation of tenders 
good. 

Suppliers are well suited to 
their work, value for money is 

good, there is good 
justification for not selecting 

the cheapest quote (if 
applicable).

Suppliers appear poorly 
qualified, value for money 

appears very poor, or there is a 
complete lack of justification 
for not selecting the cheapest 

quotes (if applicable).

Lower scoring questions from Round 1
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FAQs

Q. When will the next round open?
A. Round 2 is now open! The Hub will be accepting applications until midnight on 05/05/24.

Q . Will more than one application per organisation be accepted?
A. Yes! A community group that has already received funding may apply again for a different project on a 

different site. These new projects would be eligible for the full Stage 1 and Stage 2 support, providing 
subsidy control requirements are met. A group may also put in an application for two stage 1 projects 
at two different sites at the same time, providing they have the capacity to do both.

Q. Will our application be permitted without audited accounts as we're a CIC?
A. Yes – but you may score lower on the financial management question.

Q. Would a hydrogen project be accepted by the Community Energy Fund?
A. Yes – we’d encourage you to discuss this with the Hub prior to application.

Q. When does the programme end and how long do we have to spend the grant?
        A. The CEF programme will run until March 2025 – however, all projects will have 12 months to deliver,                  

from the date they are issued their funding offer letter.
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FAQs

Q. Can a Town Council lead a bid, and can they request any of the eligible funding costs?
A. Yes – Town and Parish Councils can lead a bid and are a fully eligible organisations.

Q. Will standard quotes from suppliers be sufficient?
A. We’d encourage applicants to collate 3 quotes to ensure value for money – quotes that are specific to the 

proposed project would be preferred.

Q. Is it possible to just apply for Stage 2 funding?
A. Yes – providing the eligibility is met, and that a full technical feasibility (Stage 1 activity) has already taken 

place. 

Q. Do you have any lists of providers we can seek tender from?
A. No – the hub cannot recommend specific contractors or consultants; however, we may be able to link you 

up with similar projects who could advise. National DPS being created through Midlands Hub.

Q. Is a private estate eligible for the Community Energy Fund?
A. Potentially – if the project and final asset would be 50% community owned, and if the application was from 
an eligible organisation, then this may be eligible.
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North East and Yorkshire Application Timescales

Round 1 – now closed
Open for applications – 05/12/23 
Closes for applications – 05/01/24

Round 2
Open for applications – 04/03/24
Closes for applications – 05/05/24

Round 3
Planned for Summer 2024, subject to funding.

Each of the five Net Zero hubs have different timescales for CEF.
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Following Application

Internal eligibility 
checks

Full external 
appraisal and due 
diligence checks

Moderation 
session to agree 

scores

Recommendations 
to Hub Board

Applicants notified 
of outcome

Grant Offer Stage

Delivery!

(including claims and 
reporting)
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Reporting Requirements

• Monthly written progress reports to the Hub’s Project Manager.
• Meet with the Hub monthly (online) to discuss the projects progress.
• Provide a final case study upon completion of their project, on a template to be provided by the Hub.

Support from the Hub

• More information on the CEF can be found on our website - neynetzerohub.com

• All queries can be sent to - enquiries@NEYnetzerohub.com

• Our Community Energy Team are happy to discuss project proposals and answer questions prior to 
application!

mailto:enquiries@NEYnetzerohub.com
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Community Energy Team

Abbie Raynes

Net Zero Hub Project Manager and 
Community Energy Lead

Sue Manson

Community Energy Development 
Officer

Emma Dowson

Project Officer for Community Energy

All enquiries sent to the 
inbox will be passed on to 

one of the Community 
Energy Team who will 

respond ASAP.
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Regional Support

Lizzie Lunn - (North Of Tyne)

Elizabeth.Lunn@northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

George Lee (South Yorkshire)

george.lee@southyorkshire-ca.gov.uk

Femi Omoniyi (West 
Yorkshire) Oluwafemi.Omoniyi@westyorks-ca.gov.uk

Harry Baross (Hull and East Riding)

h.baross@heylep.com

Thiru Annamalai (Tees Valley)

Thirunavukarasu.Annamalai@teesvalley-ca.gov.uk

We are currently recruiting for our 
York and North Yorkshire based 

Project Manager

Please contact 
enquiries@NEYnetzerohub.com
If you’re within the YNY region

mailto:enquiries@NEYnetzerohub.com
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Key Takeaways

• All project proposals must ensure at least 50% community ownership and must benefit the local community in 
their final project.

• Round 2 applications close at midnight on 5th May 2024.

• All projects must fall within the North East and Yorkshire Net Zero Hub region.

• CEF cannot provide capital funding for the installation of projects themselves.

• Subsidy control guidelines must be considered before application.

• Type B projects are only eligible for Stage 1 funding.

• Different Hubs have different programme timelines.

• Guidance Documents are available for both stages of funding on our website.

• All queries can be sent to - enquiries@NEYnetzerohub.com

mailto:enquiries@NEYnetzerohub.com


Further support

Voluntary Organisations Network North East 
https://www.vonne.org.uk/

Community First Yorkshire 
https://www.communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk/



Panel Q&A



Thank you all for coming!
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