


14.30 Welcome and introduction - Chair: Emma Pinchbeck, CEO, Energy UK

14.40 COP26 - Charlie Ogilvie, strategy director, COP26

14.50 Welcome from the UK’s Net Zero Business Champion - Andrew Griffith MP

15.00 UN Race to Zero campaign - Karl Zammit-Maempel, energy lead, Climate Champions Team

15.10 Q&A

15.20 Panel discussion - Chair: Merlin Hyman, CEO, Regen

Lindsay McQuade, CEO, ScottishPower Renewables

Claire Dykta, head of UK strategy, National Grid

Joanna de Montgros, founding partner, Everoze

15.55 Closing remarks

Rachel Hayes, senior strategy advisor, COP26



























The UN-backed, global campaign to rally leadership and support from all non-state 

actors for a healthy, resilient, zero carbon recovery.

All members are committed to the same overarching goal: halving global emissions by 

2030 and achieving net zero emissions by 2050 at the very latest. 

What is Race to Zero? 
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Led by the High-Level Climate Champions for Climate 

Action, Race to Zero mobilizes actors outside of national 

governments to join the Climate Ambition Alliance.

https://cop25.mma.gob.cl/en/climate-ambition-alliance


The objective is to build momentum around the shift to a decarbonized economy ahead 

of COP26. This will send governments a resounding signal that business, cities, regions 

and investors are united in meeting the Paris goals and creating a more inclusive and 

resilient economy.

708
Cities

24
Regions

2,360 
Businesses

163
Financial 

Institutions

624
Higher Education 

Institutions
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Who’s in the Race?

15%
Global 

economy

7%
Total CO2 
emissions

0.62
Billion 
people



Many energy companies have already joined the Race to Zero 

All joined via Business Ambition for 1.5°C, apart from Bulb (B Corp), Good Energy (SME Climate Hub)
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Race to Zero meta-criteria

1. PLEDGE
Pledge at the head-of-

organization level to reach 
(net)-zero as soon as possible.

2. PLAN
Within 12 months of joining, 

set an interim target 
representing your fair share of 

50% reduction by 2030.

3. PROCEED
Take immediate, 

meaningful action toward 
achieving net zero within the 

first 12 months of joining.

4. PUBLISH
Report progress annually by 

publishing against your targets 
on a public platform.

Targets must cover all GHG emissions:
1. Including Scope 3 for businesses and investors 
2. Including all territorial emissions for cities and regions

1. Offsets are not included in the calculation of emissions 
reduction

2. Any neutralization of residual emissions must transition 
to permanent, like-for-like removals. 

3. Encourage immediate contributions to the preservation 
and restoration of natural sinks. 

ALL SCOPES RESIDUAL EMISSIONS

LEADERSHIP 
PRINCIPLES

Seek to enable all actors to contribute to the global transition toward net zero through engagement, 
information sharing, access to finance, and capacity building. Develop pledges, plans, and actions in 
consideration of equity, drawing on, inter alia, the Sustainable Development Goals and Articles 2 and 4 of 
the Paris Agreement. 



How you can join the Race to Zero

• Business Ambition for 1.5°C run by the 

Science Based Targets Initiative is the 

main Race to Zero partner for 

businesses

• To join the initiative, businesses need to 

(i) set 1.5°C aligned Science Based

Targets or (ii) set a net zero by 2050 

commitment and interim Science 

Based Targets

Further information here (‘Who’s in?) and BA1.5 application form 
(‘commitment letter’) here

https://racetozero.unfccc.int/join-the-race/
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Business-Ambition-Pledge.pdf


How you can join the Race to Zero

• SME Climate Hub run by the ICC, WMB 

and Exponential Rooadmap is the main 

Race to Zero partner for small and 

medium businesses

• To join the initiative, businesses need to 

commit to (i) half GHG emissions by 

2030 and (ii) reach net zero before

2050 and (iii) disclose progress on a 

yearly basis

Further information here (‘Who’s in?’) and here

https://racetozero.unfccc.int/join-the-race/
https://smeclimatehub.org/sme-climate-commitment/


Assets

Website
Visit here

Further information
Contact Karl Zammit-Maempell, energy lead, 

karlzm@climatechampions.team

https://racetozero.unfccc.int/



