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A brief history & background…

• An independent, estuary-wide stakeholder group, led by 

local authorities and statutory agencies since 1995. 

• New shared vision for a Sustainable Estuary

• Provides an efficient interface between all interested parties 

and public

• Disseminates information ,promotes stakeholder working 

and supports a range of estuary groups.

• Evidence based reports on issues, policies and proposals 
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The Severn Estuary Strategy champions an 

integrated approach to the sustainable use and 

enjoyment of the Severn Estuary

OUR NEW 10 –YEAR VISION FOR THE ESTUARY

1. Achieving a 
Sustainable 

Marine 
Economy

2. Ensuring a 
Strong, 

Healthy and 
Just Society

3. Living 
within 

Environmental 
Limits

4. Promoting 
Good 

Governance

5. Using 
Sound Science 

Responsibly



Severn Estuary Strategy Structure



Examples of Work of SEP

• Wales & England 

Cross-border Marine 

Planning Workshop

• South West Marine 

Plan – Call for Issues 

and Supporting 

Evidence



Next Steps

• Final version available online 

• Consultation response documents now available 

on line.

• Launch Final Version in May at Joint Advisory 

Committee workshop

• SEP Business & Action Plan  under 

development  (2017-2022)



Personal views - Governance 

Challenges and Opportunities

• Feedback on  Severn Estuary Strategy 

- approach welcomed 

- need now to seek sign up from all strategic 

bodies

• Severn Estuary Partnership

-governance arrangements only capable of 

directing resources/ actions of members

- need to remain neutral

- facilitate using best available science 

- support working of key estuary groups 



Personal views - Governance 

Challenges and Opportunities

• Marine based Planning interface with Land based 

Planning still emerging but this an opportunity as 

well.

• Multi political fora , which is most appropriate ?

- Local Authority Service Board(s) adjoining 

estuary

- Cardiff Capital Region City Deal 

- West of England Local Enterprise Partnership

• Gulf of Maine Model ?



Thank you – any questions?


